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2. r~ J Claims Nos.: 
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an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 
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Continuation of Box No: III 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1 . Claim 1 relates to awarding a prize in a gaming system including a plurality of game consoles comprising the 
steps of providing a trigger value derived from a random variable having a non-uniform distribution, 
periodically receiving count data from each game console, beirig data representing at least one parameter of a 
game console, calculating a total value representing the total count data received, comparing the total value 
with the trigger value, transmitting a prize instruction signal to an output means if the total value has a 
predetermined relationship with the trigger value, whereby the prize instruction signal results in at least one 
game console issuing a prize. It is considered that the random variable having a non-uniform distribution 
comprises, a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claim 87 relates to a gaming system comprising at least one game console, a trigger value generator for 
generating a trigger value, a prize triggering means, and a controller which is adapted to periodically receive 
count data from one game console, being data representing at least one parameter of each game console, store 
count data for each game console in a different memory location, calculate a total value representing the total 
count data received by a receiver for each game console and compare the total value for each game console 
with the trigger value and operate the prize triggering means to transmit a prize instruction signal to the 
gaming console which has a total value having a predetermined relationship with the trigger value. It is 
considered that storing count data for each game console in a different memory location so as to compare the 
total value for each game console with the trigger value comprises a second "special technical feature". 

These groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not have any common 
inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking together these groups 
of claims is awarding a prize in a gaming system of at least one console by generating a trigger value, receiving count 
data from each game console, being data representing at least one parameter of a game console, calculating a total 
value representing the total count data received, comparing the total value with the trigger value, and outputting a prize 
signal to at least one game console if the total value has a predetermined relationship with the trigger value. However 
this concept is not novel in the light of AU 200234395 Al (FRANKOVIC), AU 13023/92 (655801) A (PRANKOVIC) 
and AU 53370/86 (589158) B (FRANKOVIC et al). Therefore these claims lack unity a posteriori. It is also noted 
independent claims 27, 41, and 79 are not novel or inventive when compared with the prior art as set out in Box C. 
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